
Ideas for further learning:

How does this help my children’s learning?

How can I use this with my children?
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Get creative and make a few paper 
cup lanterns to decorate and celebrate 
Chinese New Year.

Combining materials together to make an 
interesting decoration to hang on a tree or 
at your party venue.

Why not use some small branches to 
make a stand to hang your lanterns from?



Instructions

Equipment:
•	paper cups

•	pipe cleaners

•	beads, buttons, stickers or 
foam shapes for decorations

•	ribbon

•	tissue paper

•	sticky tape

•	white glue

Think about how you could use different sizes or numbers of cups to make 
a range of different sizes and styles of lanterns.

Chinese New Year Paper Cup Lanterns

1.	 Decorate each paper cup with stickers, sequins or beads.

2.	 Fix some ribbon trimming around the top and bottom of each cup with glue.

3.	 Make two small holes in the base of the cups.

4.	 Thread a few beads onto a pipe cleaner. Push the two ends of the pipe 
cleaner through the holes in the cup and fix in place with some sticky tape 
to form a handle. Repeat for each lantern.

5.	 Attach some tissue paper trimming to the inside of the paper cups with glue.

6.	 Once the glue has dried, use the finished lanterns to celebrate Chinese New Year.

We hope the information on our website and resource is useful. However, some ingredients and/or materials used might cause allergic reactions, so if you have any concerns 
about your own or somebody else’s health or wellbeing, always speak to a qualified health professional. Remember, activities listed within the resource should always be super-
vised by an appropriate adult.

visit twinkl.com

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/parents


If you enjoyed this resource, why not try...

If you need us, just get in touch -  
contact twinklcares@twinkl.co.uk 
visit twinkl.com/parents
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Chinese 

New Year Fish 
Lantern 3D 
Printable

Chinese New 
Year Simple 3D 
Paper Lantern 

Decoration

Chinese 
Lantern Craft 
Instructions

2D Shape 
Chinese Lanterns 

Cutting Skills 
Worksheet

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/twinklcares
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/twinklcares
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-tp-6221-2d-shape-chinese-lanterns-cutting-skills-activity-sheet
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-25941-chinese-new-year-simple-3d-paper-lantern-decoration
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-17015-chinese-lantern-chinese-new-year-craft-instructions
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-25893-chinese-new-year-fish-lantern-3d-printable

