Frogs ( Pepe/eefua)

New Zealand has four native frogs the Hochstetter's frog the
Archegs frog, the Hamilton's froq and the Maud [sland froq.

These fI"OgS are a// I’JOCTMI/'I’IG/. T})(i% are SI’VW// and hard fo

see because They are good at camouf/aging themselves.

Three of the species live in wef, shaa’g, forested areas. The

other lives on the edge of streams.

New Zealand s {rogs are different to other frogs because
Theg have no outside eardrum, round eyes and Theg don’t

croak often.

Did you know ?

New  Zealand frogs don't
have a Tadpo/e sfage. Theg

deue/op inside  an eq9 and

then hatch as an  almost

fu//g—formed {i’Oq.

Maud Island frog
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Tuatara

Tuatara are relm‘i/es that are on/g found in New Zealand.
Theg are medium—sized and a grey—qreen colour with slz)mes
a/ong their nec/e, back and tail. There are two T%oes of

tuatara; the common tuatara and the Brothers Island tuatara.

TMGTW”G can /IU@ over 80 gears. Theg Welgh bETW(iEH
300 —1000 grams.

Tuarara now on/g live on offshore Islands as most of these
islands are free from anima/s, like rats, that eat tuatara eqgs

and their small hafch/mgs.

Did you know ?

The tuatara is often called a
‘/lumg fossil because it is the on/g
//‘u/ng relative  to Sp/)enodonfmns,
which  lived dwing the age of
dinosaurs, almost 220 million

gears ago.

Photo courtesy of A. Sparrow, Christiaan Briggs, NAPARAZZ| (@Flickr) - granted under creative commons licence
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(eckos  (Mokomoko)

Geckos are lizards with wide heads and /arge bu/gmg eyes.
Theg have soft skin with small scales.

There are at least Thirfg—nme species of gecko in New
Lealand,  which are divided into  two main groups. The
‘hop/odacfg/us’ (brown) gec/eos are MSHG//H grey or brown with
sTriIDes or Ioaﬁerns, and are main/g nocturnal. The naultinus’
(green) are usua//g br/ghT green or ge//ow, and are active

dur/ng the dag.

Gieckos have STic/eg feet that he/p them to climb up walls and

even hang ulnside down. Their tails can fall off when They are

threatened and keelns on mou/ng while the gec/eo runs away.
Geckos don’t ever blink their eyes. Theg use their Tongue fo

clean themselves and /eeep themselves moist.

Gieckos usua//g eat flies and moths but sometimes eat berries

and nectar. Theg live in foresfs, grass and rocks Throughouf

N@W Zea/and.

Did you know ?

New Zealand geckos are one
of the on/g gec/eos in the world
fo giue birth to live babies as
Theg don't /ag eqqs.

Photo courtesy of Robert Michniewicz (@Wikipedia), foxypar4, Department_of_Conservation (@Flickr) - granted under creative commons licence
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Skinks ( N\o/eomoleo)

Skinks are s/ender, fast and shmg lizards that are covered in
fish—like scales. Theg have slim heads and small eyes with a
lower ege/id S0 Theg can blink.

There are Thirfg—fhree T%Des of skink that are on/g found
in New Zealand. New Zealand's skinks all giue birth to live
young and not eq9s.

The Chevron Skink is one of New Zealand's rarest skinks.

Maori know the chevron skink as ‘niho Taniwha  which means
“teeth of the Taniwha . This is because of the u—shaped

mar/eings on their backs.

Common  skinks are dark brown, or brown with sTr/'pes. Theg

are often found in the sun on New Zealand's coast.

The Grand and Omgo Skinks (which are also known as giam‘
skinks) can grow up to 300mm in /engl‘h. Theg are both
on/g found in OTago.

Did you know ?

Skinks  have Transparenf lower

ege//’ds 50 Theg can see  with

their eyes closed when moumg

Through leaves and soil.

Ofago skink
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